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Title: Biomass to Chemicals: Economic Development Opportunity for Singapore? 
 
Abstract: Singapore is the third largest oil processing city in the world.  All major pharmaceutical 
companies manufacture drugs in Singapore.  Four of the world’s top biologics are manufactured in 
Singapore. Thus there is a large chemical and pharmaceutical base in Singapore. The government of 
Singapore recently increased its investment in publically funded research by 18%.  There are two strong 
research universities in Singapore and a series of government research laboratories under the Agency of 
Science Technology and Research, A*STAR,  that cover deep expertise in chemicals, materials, 
bioprocessing and the life sciences. As a result there are deep competencies in core areas of importance 
to building a biomass to chemicals industrial cluster in Singapore.  With these resources, Singapore looks 
like a natural location to build  a biomass to chemicals industry.  Here I will briefly review the research 
landscape in Singapore and the processes by which areas on which to focus research topics are chosen. I 
will then give an overview of the biomass to chemicals efforts under construction in Singapore with a 
focus on considerations that dirve decision making for investment of public funds in support of 
research.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


